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TO THE 

CHURCHWARDENS 
AND PARISHIONERS OF LONG BENTON 

AT WH08E REQUEST IT 18 PUBLISHED, 

10 DEDICATED BT THEIR DEVOTED FRIEND AND MINISTER, 

WITH HIS SINCERE AND FERVENT PRATERS 

THAT THEY AND HE 

MAINTAINING A COURSE OF DUTIFUL ALLEGIANCE 

TO THEIR EARTHLY SOVEREIGN, 

IN STEADFAST ADHERENCE TO THE FAITH 

ONCE DELIVERED TO THE SAINTS, 

MAY WITH HER 

OBTAIN THE REWARD 6f AN INHERITANCE INCORRUPTIBLE, 

AND* BE MADE 
PARTAKERS OF THE GLORY OF THE KING OF KINGS. 



THE FORM OF PRAYER AND THANKSGIVING. 



O mercifiil Lord and heavenly Father, by whose gracious 
gift mankind is increased ; we most humbly offer unto Thee 
our hearty thanks for Thy great goodness vouchsafed to Thy 
people, in delivering Thy servant our Sovereign Lady the 
Queen from the perils of child-birth, and giving her the 
blessing of a son. Continue, we beseech Thee, Thy father- 
ly care over her ; support and comfort her in the hours of 
weakness, and day by day renew her strength. Preserve the 
infant Prince from whatever is hurtftil either to body or 
soul ; endue him, as he advances in years, with true wis- 
dom ; and make him, in due time, a blessed instrument of 
Thy goodness to this Church and nation, and to the whole 
world. Regard with Thine especial favour our Queen and 
her Royal Consort, that they may long live together in the 
enjoyment of all earthly happiness, and may finally be 
made partakers of everlasting glory. Implant in the hearts 
of thy people a deep sense of thy manifold mercies, and 
give us grace to show forth our thankfulness by dutiful affec- 
tion to our sovereign, by brotherly love one towards another, 
and by constant obedience to Thy commandments ; so that, 
passing through this life in Thy faith and fear, we may in 
tbe life to come be received into Thy heavenly Kingdom, 
through the Merits and Mediation of Thy Blessed Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



SERMON. 



Matthew xxii. 21. 

<* Render therefore unto Csesar the things which are 
Caesar's ; and unto God the things which are God's/' 

Truly was it said of Jesus, "never man 
spake like this man." — In the course of his 
history, we meet with repeated instances of the 
happy address, no less than the supreme wis- 
dom with which he turned aside the malice of 
the insidious questioners, with whom he was 
beset, extracting substance for reproof from 
their own words, and stamping the circum- 
stances of his ordinary walk on earth as exam- 
ples for the perpetual imitation of his disciples. 
The passage from which the text is taken 
presents a remarkable instance of this more 
than human facility of reply. The Jews, in 
putting the question, " Is it lawful to give tri- 
bute to Caesar or not?" evidently sought to 
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place Jesus in this dilemma ; — either that he 
must oflfend the ruling power by some dispar- 
agement of the Roman authority, or awaken the 
hostility of the Jewish people by a reply dero- 
gatory to the divine honor of Jehovah. In 
this difficulty any man might have been ex- 
cused had he held his peace, or declined giv- 
ing an opinion. But he, who spake as never 
man spake, instantly parried the attack; and 
by simply taking a distinction which — obvious 
as it may now be deemed — ^was at least new 
to his adversaries, he established a maxim of 
perpetual obligation, calculated equally to up- 
hold the dignity of the earthly as of the hea- 
venly sovereign. Pointing at the tribute money, 
he said, " Render unto Caesar the things which 
are Caesar's, and unto God the things which 
are God's." — We are scarcely surprised when 
we read what follows, " When they had heard 
these words, they marvelled and left him and 
went their way." 

So happily did our divine master introduce 
lessons bearing upon all the modes and varie- 
ties of human interest. With such readiness 
did he scatter abroad maxims the most essen- 
tial to the well being of his creatures whether 
in reference to this world or the next. Not 
limiting his instructions merely to interests be- 
yond the grave, he gives us doctrines, which. 



if faithfully followed, will conduce to the securi- 
ty the welfare and the advancement of states as 
well as individuals ; of man in his social and po- 
litical relations not less than in his private duty 
towards his God. Thus in the instance before 
us he embodied a principle than which none is 
more likely to contribute to the maintenance of 
all good civil government. An interest surely 
this of the greatest importance ;• for what is there 
so essential to our happiness as to live under 
a rightly constituted and well administered sys- 
tem of government ? and yet it is a blessing 
of which, as of many others, we hardly appreci- 
ate the value until we are deprived of it. But 
the Christian system, ascribing these benefits 
to God, and demanding our continual thanks- 
givings to Him for their preservation, does 
not suflfer us to forget their importance in the 
security of enjoyment, but keeps our attention 
fixed at all times on the value of the gift, as well 
as the beneficence of the giver. You will bear 
with me then, I trust, if I take occasion from 
this passage of the gospel for the day, to enter 
somewhat at large upon the consideration of 
our duties as Christian subjects. And there 
cannot perhaps be a moment at which the sub- 
ject may be so fitly approached, as when the 
whole nation resounds with acclamations of 
gladness and thanksgiving for the event which 
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of Christian allegiance proposed upon sanc- 
tions far higher and more solemn than any con- 
templated by the human legislator ; — when we 
find the Bible, without regard to the variety of 
opinions upon these much agitated questions, 
demanding obedience to governments simply 
as such ; — we are surely not trespassing beyond 
our province, if we, as Christian ministers, en- 
deavour to set before you the nature and the 
limits of this important Christian duty. 

Proceeding then to this general view of the 
subject we find that our Saviour himself, in the 
words of my text, distinctly recognizes the ru- 
ling authority of the Roman state, and enjoins 
an acquiescence in its demands. The question 
which more immediately called forth this re- 
mark was indeed solely about the paying of tri- 
bute. But this is a point involving all the rest ; 
for it is a maxim that " to whom we owe tri- 
bute, to him we owe obedience ; and to whom 
we owe obedience, to him we owe tribute."* 
But the ground on which St. Paul rests the 
question is distinctly this, — that government 
is an ordinance of God ; and his conclusions, 
drawn from this principle, put the matter of 
Christian duty beyond dispute. "There is," 
says he, " no power but of God ; the powers 
that be are ordained of God." He may then 

• Bishop Taylor's Rule of Conscience, Book iii Rule 8th. 
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reasonably go on to require, that " every soul '' 
should " be subject to the higher powers," and 
he is well warranted in his inference, " whoso- 
ever therefore resisteth the power resisteth the 
ordinance of God/' He therefore who denies 
that government is an ordinance of God, must 
be prepared at the same time to deny the au- 
thority of St. Paul as a teacher ; and with such 
an one we need have no concern in discussing 
a question of Christian duty. 

The powers, thus divinely deduced and sup- 
ported, are not^ however, vested without good 
reason and for adequate purposes, in any body 
or individual. The end which the apostle con- 
templated is so important, as to satisfy us of 
their necessity, and to conciliate the support 
of all who would "lead sober and peaceable 
lives in all godUness and honesty." It is the 
end and object of this delegated power that, 
under its protection, the weak should find a re- 
fuge from violence ; that the dealings of the 
honest should be vindicated from the fraud of 
the unjust, that it may strike terror into the 
tumultuous and disorderly. And if, in the ex- 
ercise of this power, our rulers prove " not a 
terror to good works but to the evil ; " — if those 
who « do that which is good," so far from being 
afraid, are sure to " have praise for the same," 
then may we be ready to admit with the apos- 
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tie, that they are indeed " ministers of God to 
us for good ; " we shall be unable to resist the 
moral, the Christian obligation we are under to 
uphold their government, — to yield them our 
cheerful and ready obedience, " not merely for 
wrath but also for conscience sake." 

There is naturally no authority inherent in 
man over his fellow men sufficient to constitute 
an obligation on the conscience, apart from or 
beyond the sanctions of the Divine law. And 
by that law all power is deduced from God, as 
from its proper source: first to the supreme 
Ruler of the state ; and, through him, to the sub- 
ordinate magistrates who represent him. And 
hence the admonition of St. Peter; "submit 
yourselves to every ordinance of man for the 
Lord's sake : whether it be to the king as su- 
preme ; or urito governors as unto them that 
are sent by him for the punishment of evil 
doers and for the praise of them that do well. 
As free, and not using your liberty for a cloak 
of maliciousness, but as the servants of God. 
Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear 
God. Honour the king." 1 PeteVy ii. 13 16. 

Such are the plain declarations of Scripture 
on the Christian's duty of allegiance to his so- 
vereign. The principle laid down by Christ is 
affirmed and enlarged upon by his apostles ; 
and the faithful in the most trying times have 
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ever maintained it to be the doctrine of the 
Christian Church, and exemplified it under 
circumstances of most fearful extremity. 

Founded upon these authorities and follow- 
ing these examples, our own Church com- 
mends the same doctrine to her children. In 
her Book of Homilies, in the Declaration which 
she requires all her ministers to subscribe, 
she sets it forth and asserts it ; and in the com- 
munion service, (to refer to the formularies of 
more frequent occurrence) in the solemn inter- 
cession which immediately follows the ten com- 
mandments, the same doctrine is strikingly em- 
bodied. She there teaches us to pray for our 
sovereign by name, as " the chosen servant of 
God ; " and the object is, as well that she may 
know " whose minister she is," as that we " duly 
considering whose authority she hath," [even 
God's] may therefore " faithfully serve, honour, 
and humbly obey her, in Him and for Himy 3.0- 
cording to his blessed word and ordinance." 
It can hardly be shewn that the standard of 
duty is in any degree overstated, if on com- 
paring it with the terms in which the authority 
is announced, we find the Scripture emphatically 
declaring of the sovereign that "she beareth 
not the sword in vain ; because she is the mini- 
ster of God.' Romans xiii. 4. 

From this accumulation of authority, the 



13 

testimony of man responding to the authority 
of the word of God, it follows that something 
more than a mere legal measure of obedience 
is due to the Ruler of the State. It follows from 
all that we, as Christian men, and especially 
as members of the church of England pro- 
fess: — from the very words of that liturgy 
which we employ as the medium of our common 
supplications ; — above all, from the express lan- 
guage of the Bible upon which we rest our 
hope of salvation, — it inevitably follows that we 
owe a conscientious allegiance, that we ought 
to render a cheerful duty to the sovereign 
and to the magistrates below her ; and this 
not only in matters which the Law can reach, 
but also in those other points, whereof God 
can alone take cognizance. Never let us for- 
get the source of their authority, nor who it is 
that hath said, " by me kings reign, and prin- 
ces decree justice : by me princes rule, and 
nobles, even all the judges of the earth. Prov. 
viii. 15. 16. 

We may now be permitted to assert that our 
allegiance is not only due on Christian prin- 
ciples, but that it is a debt which we ought 
cheerfully to pay. If we have succeeded in 
ascertaining and establishing the general prin- 
ciple, we must leave its application in practice 
to each man's own conscience. For to enter 
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even upon a scanty outline of the several de- 
partments and branches of this duty, so varied 
and so numerous would far exceed our limits* 
The ready payment of tribute is however 
jBO prominent an instance of the application of 
the principle, and it is so immediately contem- 
plated in the text, that it must not pass entirely 
unnoticed. The necessity of a common con- 
tribution, in a common ratio, to the common 
exigences is admitted by every one. There 
is in fact no other quarter from whence they 
can be discharged. The resources of the com- 
munity alo ne are adequate to defray the charges 
of the community. The obligation thus im- 
posed on us is distinctly asserted in the Scrip- 
tures : nay, it is admitted even by those who 
silently endeavour to evade it. But such eva- 
sion, however lightly the world may too often 
regard it, is in fact nothing short of positive 
injustice. We may gather as much from the 
structure of the expressions employed in the 
text ; which, speaking of tribute even before it 
is paid as Caesar's, certainly imply nothing short 
of this ; that, from the moment of the promuU 
gation of the Law, our right to that portion of 
goods in which we are assessed instsmtly deter- 
mines. Though it may not actually be paid, 
the property in it is transferred ; it is our own 
no longer, it is Caesar's. It cannot fairly be 
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represented as an outlay for which we receive 
no equivalent. We should accustom ourselves 
to regard it — and so, in its true sense, it is — as 
a price paid in the form of a quota of our pos- 
sessions, for the secure enjoyment of the re- 
mainder. The justice of this view of the sub- 
ject of imposts is incontrovertible ; and did 
we but accustom ourselves to entertain it, how 
much unchristian bitterness and clamour, would 
be removed. We need not protract our re- 
marks, but we may briefly suggest that every 
instance of evasion of tribute is virtually an in- 
jury to our fellow subjects as well as, perhaps in 
a higher degree than to the sovereign. The 
wrong is done to both ; but the ultimate loss 
does not fall on the revenue, for that must be 
supplied from other sources. So that in what- 
ever ratio we evade our own fair share of a 
tribute, we are virtually, to that extent, contri- 
buting to aggravate the charge upon our neigh- 
bours. Let us not forget the demeanour of our 
blessed Lord, when applied to for the tribute 
payable to the Temple. Though he was, by his 
argument exempt ; still to avoid giving cause 
for scandal, he did not think it an occasion un- 
worthy the exercise of his supernatural powers ; 
and lest by declining payment " he should of- 
fend them," he wrought a miracle to procure 
the sum demanded. Matt. xvii. 24-7. 
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I am not conscious that in this review of the 
origin of the authority of governments we have 
claimed for them a single attribute incompatible 
with the full enjoyment of the independence of a 
well regulated mind. — I employ the term inde- 
pendence in its usual lax and popular sense ; not 
however wishing you to suppose, even in pass- 
ing, that man in any relation of life, or under 
any circumstance can arrogate to himself an 
independence strictly understood. There is a 
responsibility that attaches to us all, of which 
we never can divest ourselves : and in the same 
degree as we are less responsible to our fellow- 
men, we ought to take the more diligent heed 
how we overstep the measure of our responsi- 
bility to God. Man can never walk safely 
without some rule or some controul, and he 
has then arrived at the highest attainable pitch 
of liberty and independence when, the restraint 
of external authority being anticipated by the 
dictates of the Spirit within, he looks beyond the 
letter of the Law unto its spirit, when he sees 
in the magistrate the delegated minister of God, 
when finally his allegiance flows freely at the 
suggestions of his conscience, and he has be- 
come in the scripture phrase " a law unto him- 
self." Rom. ii. 14. 

The allegiance which proceeds from princi- 
ples such as these is dignified in proportion to 
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the supremacy of the authority to which it is 
ultimately referred. It stands as widely apart 
from the homage of a vassal as the spirit of our 
institutions is happily distinguished from the 
hopeless servitude of despotism. The necessity 
of a governing power is not disputed, and while 
we avail ourselves of the protection of the Law 
— which is the expressed will of that power — we 
must be content to abide by its restraints. Our 
obedience to the Law must be absolute and un- 
discriminating even where it seems to be in 
error. For the lawgiver, however supreme in 
his authority is not infallible in his judgement, 
and the Law will partake the frailty of its source. 
Still the Law, while it is such, must be obeyed. 
For it is against the very simplest notion of gov- 
ernment that the subject should erect himself 
into a judge, and withold obedience at his wiD. 

Nevertheless there are means ; and it is the 
peculiar glory of the constitution under which 
we live that these means are abundant, by 
which those not actually called to the work of 
legislation may exercise an indirect, but yet a 
powerful influence upon the system. The 
same law which imposes the restraint does 
happily in our case place in our hands the 
means of procuring relaxation ; and so far as the 
privilege arises out of the Law the exercise of it 
is perfectly compatible with our allegiance, and 
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proceeds upon the ssmoie principles. This con- 
stitutional influence is the proud inheritance of 
an Englishman ; and whether it be that griev- 
ances call for redress, that salutary provisions 
for the future seem to call for enactment, or whe- 
ther (to revert to the case in the text) it be a tri- 
bute which requires to be abated ; — in either, 
or in all these cases the influence given by 
he Law may be freely used as a corrective of 
the Law, and the use of it is stricfly compatible 
with the most conscientious deference to its 
requisitions. 

The much boasted privileges of Roman citi- 
zenship implied but a shadow of freedom 
(under the emperors at least) compared with 
the liberty we enjoy. Such however as they 
were St. Paul, himself, as we have seen, the 
firmest upholder of '*the powers that be," 
would not abate one tittle in their exercise. 
When the High Priest, on his tribunal, in pre- 
sence of the council, commanded them to smite 
him on the mouth, what was his indignant ex- 
clamation ; " sittest thou to judge me after the 
law, and commandest me to be smitten contra- 
ry to the law?" Acts xxiii. 3. When the 
Roman authorities would have scourged him he 
demands " Is it lawful for you to scourge a man 
that is a Roman and uncondemned P " and 
when the confused officer made the admission, 
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"with a great price obtained I this freedom/' — 
the consciousness of the superior value of 
his own freedom by birth breathes strongly in 
the brief rejoinder of the Apostle, " but I was 
free born." Acts xxii. 28. Detained in prison 
and in chains; his imprisonment protracted 
upon every pretext which the malice and the 
covetousness of those who " hoped that money 
would have been given them to loose him," 
could devise, he still spurned at a compromise 
insisting on his right, appealing from Festus 
unto Caesar, from the praetor of a province to 
the emperor in the capital. 

Rejoice then as you will in your freedom ; 
maintain your rights as firmly as you can, and 
exercise your influence as fully as you may ; 
but still remember that for all these things you 
are responsible ; there is still one to whose 
authority you are amenable ; and know that 
for all the uses you put them to, God will surely 
bring you into judgment. They are talents 
committed to your charge : your very privileges 
are all derivative, and must be accounted for to 
that source from which they originally flow. 
Wherefore so "use as not abusing them;" take 
heed that you "use not your liberty for a cloak of 
maliciousness ;" that you do not employ against 
the Law those powers which you derive from the 
Law. But rather be content to place some re*- 
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straint upon yourselves even in matters where 
the Law imposes none. Consider well the con- 
sequences of an evil, nay even of an injudicious 
exercise of your privileges. And if you aspire 
after a larger share of power, — iif you would ex- 
ercise a greater weight in the scale of aflfairs, — if 
you would overpass your neighbours ;-let it be in 
that field of honourable emulation which lies 
open to you all without distinction of rank or 
birth, wherein the highest dignities of the state, 
the greatest emoluments, and the widest influ- 
ence remain the prize of the ablest, the most 
worthy and most diligent competitor. 

The test of allegiance proposed in the text 
is the payment of tribute, and to that accord- 
ingly our principal remarks have been directed ; 
but our view of this department of the duty 
of a subject would be culpably deficient, if we 
restricted it to the payment merely of pecuniary 
imposts. There is the tribute of your prayers 
which, as Christians, whether privately or in 
the congregation you must not withold. And 
I am the more anxious to bring this duty home 
to your remembrance, because there have not 
been wanting some who have upbraided our 
Church with her prompt and uniform usage in 
this respect, censuring the prominence given to 
these intercessions in her liturgy as a badge of 
her servility to the State, and an evidence that 
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she is acted upon by a spirit of adulation 
to the ruling authorities. So differently 
however did St. Paul judge of our duty in 
this particular, that in writing to Timothy, for 
his guidance in the administration of the charge 
committed to him, he gives him the follow- 
ing remarkable injunction at the very outset, 
" I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplica- 
tions, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be 
made for all men ; for kings, and for all that are 
in authority; that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. 
For this is good and acceptable in the sight of 
God our Saviour." 1 Tim. 2. 1-3. 

What other inference then can we draw 
from so special so detailed an admonition of the 
Apostle than this, that the Church whether she 
enjoins prayer for our Rulers and their fami- 
lies in her ordinary formularies or whether 
(as she this day has done) she puts forth a 
special form of thanksgiving for some signal 
mercy of which they have been the object, is 
acting in due conformity to an express injunc- 
tion. But if this be the duty of the Rulers of 
the Church, does it not follow that the prayers, 
which are so pointedly required to be put up, 
ought also to be joined in and reciprocated by 
the members of our congregations with far 
more of sincerity and fervour than I fear they 
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too often are? They are enjoined by the 
Church of England, not because she is the 
Church of the State, but because she maintains 
conformity with the apostolic ordinance as a 
true branch of that one Catholic Church, which 
though it knows no spiritual head but Christ, 
is ever studious to withold nothing that is 
due to his minister on earth; in all things 
rendering "unto Caesar the things that are 
Caesar's." Neither can a Christian, attribut- 
ing any value at all to prayer, consider as a 
matter of light consequence the success of such 
intercessions as these, that the heart of his 
sovereign may be so disposed and governed that 
"she may study to preserve the people com- 
mitted to her charge in wealth peace and god- 
liness;" or that under her " we may be godly 
and quietly governed" with many others of 
the like import. Nor, to revert to the occa- 
sion immediately before us, can any man who 
duly considers the importance of a regular suc- 
cession to the Crown in an hereditary mon- 
archy like ours ; I say no man viewing the 
importance of this, even upon merely political 
grounds, can consider the birth of one in whose 
person that succession will be duly kept up, 
in any other light than as a blessing, and one 
which demands our warmest thanksgiving* 
There is one other passage of scripture 
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to which, as it occurs so opportunely in the ser- 
vice for this day, and affords at once so remark- 
able an authority and illustration of the sub- 
ject of our present thanksgiving, I must recall 
your attention. For if David, foreseeing the 
glories of the coming reign of Solomon, and 
carrying yet further onward the glance of his 
prophetic vision, was led to picture them as 
figures of Messiah's kingdom ; — if, in the antici- 
pation of glories such as these for his successor 
and his son, he still forgot not the need of grace 
to guide him, but exclaimed " Give the king 
thy judgments, O God, and thy righteousness 
unto the kings son ! " — surely no Christian 
people, no Christian subjects can deem it super- 
fluous to implore on behalf of our destined ruler 
that " God would endue him, as he advances 
in years, with true wisdom, and would make 
him in due time a blessed instrument of His 
goodness to this Church and nation and to the 
whole world." 

Believe me, my brethren, that, called to 
occupy these high stations, our rulers are 
exposed to trials and to temptations from 
which in our humbler walk of life we are hap- 
pily exempt. They need therefore a more than 
ordinary share of God's grace to guide and 
to direct them ; and for this we ought not to 
be backward in offering up our intercessions. 
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Believe me that these exercises of devotion, if 
fervently and continually maintained on our 
parts, would not be unfruitful in blessings also 
to ourselves : we should learn to judge less 
harshly of the frailties of those in power ; we 
should learn to sympathise with their trials ; we 
should look less with an eye of jealousy at their 
eminence and their distinctions, and regard 
more the difficulties which surround them — in 
one word we should strengthen our piety as 
men, — and be confirmed in our loyalty as sub- 
jects. 

For what is the end and object of all these 
injunctions, of all these lessons of the scrip- 
tures P It is this — that " we may lead a quiet 
and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty ; 
for this is good and acceptable in the sight of 
God our Saviour." Hence then the best 

• 

Christian will infallibly prove the best subject. 
Amidst those political distractions by which 
he is surrounded, he will regard the warning of 
his Bible, and " meddle not with those that are 
given to change." In those periods of tem- 
porary distress and depression, which no hu- 
man government, which no human foresight 
ever did, — no, nor ever will be able entirely to 
avert, he will remember again the maxim of 
the same holy Book and say, " I have learned 
in whatever state I am therewith to be content." 
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As a servant he will labour, "not with eye 
service as men pleasers, but as the servants of 
Christ, doing the will of God from the heart/* 
In his duty to his country and to the sovereign 
the head of his country, he will " render un- 
to Caesar the things which are Caesar's," upon 
the same principle of conscience as he " Ren- 
ders unto God the things which are God's:" 
while he fears his God, he will honour his 
king. 

Finally when we look at the splendour, the 
dignity, the wealth, the vast power unto which 
God, for his own wise purposes, hath seen 
good to exalt the British empire ; — when we 
look at the extent of its territory, almost with- 
out a parallel in the history of ancient or mo- 
dem times, — a territory upon which the sun 
never sets ; so that of its Ruler we might say 
almost without a figure, " her dominion is from 
the one sea to the other : and from the flood unto 
the world's end. They that dwell in the wil- 
derness kneel before her, — the kings of Thar- 
sis and of the isles give presents, the kings of 
Arabia and Saba bring gifts." When more- 
over we consider the millions of living beings — 
of men into whom God hath breathed -the 
breath of life, — of souls destined to immor- 
tality, of whom while many are blessed with 
the pure light of Christian revelation the vast 
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majority are still plunged in the darkness of 
heathen superstition, — when, I say, we look 
around upon such things as these, we cannot 
consider the birth of one on whom the inheri- 
tance of this mighty sceptre may devolve as an 
event of light or ordinary importance. When 
we reflect how much either of good or of ill, how 
much of weal or woe to millions may result from 
the direction of his mind, — we cannot even in 
the midst of our thanksgiving and jubilee but 
feel an intensity of interest, and as Christians 
a trembling apprehension for his welfare. 

But the Almighty giver of these gifts hath 
crowned them with one boon more valuable 
alike to Prince and people than all the rest. The 
bright lamp of apostolic truth first kindled 
within our isles in times of primitive purity 
almost beyond the records of history, hath 
never been entirely extinguished. Though 
clouds of error and superstition have overcast 
the horizon, yet in some corner of the land 
the mild clear light of the faith might ever 
be distinguished. And now that this mighty 
empire hath been reared, not surely to gratify 
our boastful hearts, when we are stretching our 
dominion from the one sea unto the other, — 
now at length we seem to see that the time has 
come when the humble aspirations of the faith- 
ful shall be fulfilled, and the light which they 
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cherished amid perils and in gloom, shall shed 
its increasing radiance throughout the world. 
So many circumstances in the present posi- 
tion of our country conspire to facilitate the 
spreading of the knowledge of the gospel by 
our means, that we seem to be distinctly mark- 
ed as the destined agents in this glorious work. 
The colonists of antiquity were wont to carry 
with them fire kindled at the public altars of their 
mother city, which they studiously preserved. 
Much more should we be careful to carry to our 
distant settlements the bright fire of the altar 
of our God, the light that guideth unto life.* 
We ought effectually to labour that the exten- 
sion of our Church may be coequal with the 
spread of our empire, and to accompany our 
arms, our commerce and our enterprize with the 
gift of the knowledge of the truth. But, blessed 
be God, the Church of England hath commenc- 
ed her appointed work. By her efforts the once 
barbarous isle of Melitat is promised again 
to hear from apostolic lips the doctrines once 

• This custom is beautifnlly alluded to in the concluding lines of a 
recent Poem on the Sandwich Isles. 

Fire from his central hearth the Grecian bore 
Who led his followers to a foreign shore. 
Bat Albion's sons to these lone isles have brought, 
A gift that far sarpass'd the Grecian's thought, — 
Fire from His shrine, whom earth and heaven obey, 
And worlds to last when these have pass'd away : 
No earthly flame that warms th' insensate clod, 
Bat fires from altars of the living God. 

Luems'a Prize Poem. 
f Acts joviii. 2. 
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preached to her by St. Paul : nay, already she 
hath sent forth her messenger to the very ends 
of the earth: already she hath vindicated as 
her own a yet nobler task and, visiting the deso- 
lation of the daughter of Zion, she hath put 
forth her hand to raise out of the dust the Holy 
City, even Jerusalem " trodden down of the 
Gentiles."# 

Looking then at these monuments of present 
power, and with these glorious anticipations to 
gild the future, we may well affirm that the 
boasted kingdoms of antiquity presented but a 
scanty heritage to their princes compared to 
that which attends the crown of England. 
Even in mere territory, the very rudest element 
of power, the empires of Assyria, of Persia, or 
of Rome in the zenith of their renown, might 
hardly be measured with the vast regions sub- 
mitted to it command And they with all their 
gorgeous pomp and cumbrous dignities present- 
ed the unwilling tribute of servile adulation ; but 
our sovereign is seated in the hearts of a loyal, an 
enlightened and a free people. The empires of 
old could deliver no better lesson to their prin- 
ces than the dark enigmas of heathenism,-but to 
us it has been given to place in the hands of 
the royal infant the volume of the Gospel, and 

* The gending out of the Bishops to New Zealand and to the 
Christians of our communion in Jerusalem, and the promise of one 
to Malta* 
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may God almighty bring his rising mind to 
a true relish and a fervent desire for the 
waters of salvation, may He teach him to look 
onwards beyond that earthly crown which shall 
fade away, to a crown of life and immortality, to 
a kingdom eternal in the heavens. The empires 
of some have been founded in fraud, of others 
by violence, of all by injustice ; but may he be 
led by the grace of his God to make truth and 
justice the pillars of his throne, and righteous- 
ness the strength of his salvation. They sent 
forth their armies to scourge the world ; but, 
may it be his happier destiny to prove himself 
a defender of the faith in deed as well as in 
name, and under his auspices may it be given 
to the Church to spread the truths of the Gos- 
pel to the nations that sit in darkness; yea, 
even until, " the earth shall be full of the know- 
ledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea." 
But in order to the success of these glorious 
aspirations the groundwork of a sound faith 
and an active piety must be deeply laid at 
home. We see in our Church a faithful keep- 
er and witness of the word of Life : let us there- 
fore abide steadfast in her doctrines ; and guided 
by them we shall at once maintain a dutiful alle- 
giance to our sovereign and lay a good founda- 
tion for the life that is to come. While we re- 
joice with our Queen in this gift which^ impor- 
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tant as it is to us, must be to herself so much 
more peculiarly a blessing, we should fervently 
and eflfectually labour to uphold her authority 
we ; should rally as an united people around the 
altars of our God and the throne of the monarch. 
And in all our prayers, making her the object 
of our hearty and fervent intercession, we 
should each be ready with zeal and sincerity, 
as with one heart and one soul, so with one 
mouth and one voice to exclaim, " God Save 
THE Queen ! " Amen. 

O God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, our only Sa- 
viour, the Prince of Peace ; Give us grace seriously to laj 
to heart the great dangers we are in bj our unhappy divi- 
sions. Take away all hatred and prejudice, and whatsoever 
else may hinder us from godly Union and Concord : that, 
as there is but one Body, and one Spirit, and one Hope of 
our Calling, one Lord, one Faith, one Baptism, one God 
and Father of us all, so we may henceforth be all of one 
heart, and of one soul, united in one holy bond of Truth 
and Peace, of Faith and Charity, and may with one mind 
and one mouth glorify thee; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen, 
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